CONSTITUTIONW
of the
BRITISH UNION CONFERENCE OF
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISTS

(including revisions made at the GQuadrennial Session)
March,1967

ARTICLE T, - Name

THIS organization shall be known as the British Union Conference of
Seventh-day Adventists and is hereinafter referred to as "this Union
Conference.!" This Union Conference functions as a member and constituent
unit of the General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists, Northern
Burcpean Division, and acknowledges in all church matters the authority

and leadership of such organizations.

ARTICLE 2 - Territory

The territory of this Union Conference ghall comprise England,VWales,
Scotland, Northern Treland, Bire, and all adjacent British Islands.

ARTICLE 3 - Object

The object of this Union Conference is to proclaim the everlasting
Gospel of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ and to teach the command-

ments of God as the supreme rule of 1life.,

ARTICLE 4 ~ Composition of Union Conference

This Union Conference shall be composed of such local conferences
and missions within its territory as have been, or shall be, properly
organized and received into this Union Conference.



ARTICLE 5 —— Segsicnsg

Secticn 1. -— This Unicn Cenference shall hold a regular gessicn
at an interval cf four years at such time and place as the Executive
Committee sghall determine; and a notice of such sessicon shall be pub-
lished at least four weeks befcre the appointed time in the Union
Conference paper.

Section 2. ~- In the event of special conditicns zrising which
would make it advisable te postpore the calling of a rogm 8
the Executive Commitiee may posipone stich session for a pericod no
exceeding two years, provided that a regular segsicn shall not be post-
poned without the ceonsent of at least twoe-thirds of the memboers of the
Executive Committee expressed by perscnal vote or by signaturs 1o a
resclution in writing submitted $o the members of the Executive Committec.
Separate copiles ¢f the resclution may be gigned for this purpose.

Section 3. — The Exccubive Committee may call a gspecizl mzonion
of thig Union Conference at such time and place =z it deoems proper,
by a like notice as for regular sessicns, and the transactisus of such
special secssions shall have the mame force as these of the regular
sessions .

Such a special session may elect any such officers or other persouns
or comuittees and transact any such business and do any such other act
ag under this Constitution a regular segsicn cr thoe Executive Committee
between sessions may elect, transact, cr dc.

Secticn 4 ~——  The standing commitiess for the Union Sessicn shall
be nominated by a specisl commitiee consigiing of s CGencral Conference
or Diviegion representative whe may be present, whe shall act ag chairman,
and five representatives from =sacn loeal conference, and twce representa-
tives froem each mission. The local {confercrce) representatives on this
gspecial commities shall be appcinted by their respective dolegatl.nn at
the Union Seasion.

ARTICLE 6 ~— Dalegates 1o Session

The delegates to a segsgien of this Union Conference shall he:

(a) All members of the Ixecutive Committce of this Uniecn Conference.

(b) A1l crdeincd ministers holding regular credentials from this
Unicn Conference or duly organized local confoerences and missions within
its territory.

{c) A1l members cf the Executive Cemmittees of the (eneral Conference
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of

Seventhi—day Adventiszts snd of the Northern Turepcan Divigion whe mey
be pregont.

(d) Such persons as are duly appcirted by the Exccutive Committee
of each local conforence and mission. Uzch local conference and mission
shall be entitlcd 1o appolint cne delegate by reagon of ite crganizaticn
and one delegate for each fifty churchmembers or fracticn therecf in
gsuch leceal ncuference or missicn.

(¢) Such other persong s mey be present who shall be received as
delegateg by vote of the scssion.
ARTICLE 7 —— Voling
Bach delegate shall be entiilcd to one vete on any gquesiicn The

chairmer: «f the sessiuan shall in cage of couality of voieg have a casi-
ing vote.

ARTICLE & ~ Paowers of Hemsion

Secticn 1. ~— Thig Union Cenforence in scssien ghall heve power to
determing all matiers and things for the corder and gocd adindvist
of thie Union Conference and the regulation of its affeirs, including
the management and disposel of or dealing with all resl and persconal
property and revenues held or proposed te bo ucidlred fer or on bhehalf
cr for the use, benefit or purposes of this Union Conference,; subject
however To ary gpecific trusis relating thercte and for guch purpeses
to give tc the Union legal corporaticn cr to any company corparation or
perscn o whem any suck real and perscnal properiy sand revernues shell be
vegted such dircetions with reference theretc and as to the management and
digposal thereof ag this Union Conference shall deem expedient in harmony
with Article 20. Phis Union Conferernee in scseion may make rules to
govern 1ts own procedure.

Section 2. —— Thig Unicn Conference in sessiocn shall have power fo

make adjusitments in the toundaries of the loozl crmaferences and migsicng
under its jurisdiction and to accept into membership such new conferencesz
and missicng os woy be proposed by the Fxecoutive Commitice of this Union.
Thege adjustments in bounderies and the acceptance intce mepbership of
conferences ard missicns shall require a two-thirds mejority voie.

ARTTOLE Y «w (Credentials z2nd Liconces

Sgotion 1 — This Tuloen Oonforernce in regular scggion ghall
determine vhe are the approved ministers hlthlq the Jjurisdiction theracf,




grant suitable credentials to such ministers and grant licences fo
those whom it shall consider suitable to labour in the cause of this
Union Confersnce, and recommend for ordinatiorn such men as shall have
given proof of their call to the ministry. Between sessions the
Executive Committee ig authorized to perform such duties.

Section 2 «- iny credentials, licences, or certificates granted
or isgued by this Union Conference in sessicn or by the =ZExecutive
Committee shall remain in force and be valid until the next regulsar
gesgicn unless previously terminated by this Union Conference in special
gsesplion or by the DZxecutivs Committee.

ABRTICLE 10 -~ Flection

Section 1, =-- (a) This Unicn Conference in regular session shall
elect:

(i) Executive Officers

(iiy Departmental Secretaries

(iii)ZElective members of the Mxecutive Committee of this Union
Conference. '

(iv) awditors as provided for in hArticle 19, Section 2.

(v} Officers of auly organized missions within this Union.

(b) Persons thus elected shall hold their respective offices or
appointments until the next reguler session of this Union Conference,
except for missions! appointments, which are by Consgtitution bhiennial,
unless their offices or aprointments are vreviously terminated by this
Union Conference in special session, or by the Zxecutive Committee in
coungel with the Divisien officers,

Secticn 2, -~ This Union Conference in session and the Zxecutive
Committee between sessions may establish such other officcs, positions,
and committees as may be determined, prescribe the duties and functions
thereof and elect persons thercto and vary or terminate any such office,
position, or committec and may remove any member of any such committee,

Section %, -- This Union Conference in sessicn and the Executive
Committee between sessions may elect, noxinate, or arpoint trustess of
sny real or personal property or revenues mertioned in Article 8.

Section 4. ~-- The Executive Cormittee of this Union Conference
shall recommend to the respective boards of management of Jnion
institutions the appointment of their officers, bursars, ecitors, as
may be required, within the six months that follow a Union Session.
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ARTICLE 11 -- Officers

Section 1. -~ The Executive officers of this Tnior Conference
shall be a president, a secrstary, and a treasurecr. The secretary and
treasurer may ve one person known as secretary-treasurer, There shall
be guch other officers as this Union Conference in session or the

Executive Committee may determine.

Section 2, =~- ill officers of this Union Conference shall hold
office until the next regular session of this Union Conference or
until their successors are elected, ezcepting where appointments are
by Constitution bilennial, and unless their appointments are previously
terminated by this Union Confercence in gpecial session or by the
Executive (Committee.

Sectior 3, -- The president shall supervige the general werk of
this Union Conference; open and preside at all gessionz of this Union
Conference and also at all meetings of the Execuilve Cemmittee, but
should he so desire he shall have power to call to the chair a revre~
sentative of the Gensral Conference of Seventh-day fLdventists or of the
Northern European Jdvision, or a member of the Union Conference
Bxecutive Commitice,

Section 4. -— The secreitary shall keep a record of all proceed-
ings of the sessions of this Union Conference and of the meetings of
the Exgeoutive Committee and perform such other duties as usualily per-
tain tc his effice,

Section 5. == The treasurer shall receivs all moneys belonging
to this Urnion Conference, keep an account of same, arnd disbturse them
as the Execcutive Commitiece shell direct, and mske full report thercof
at all sessicnsg of thie Unior Conference and at such othier times as
may be reguired by the Executive Committee and perform such cther
duties as usually pertain te¢ his office,

ARTICLE 12 ~- Departmentsl Secretaries

The deparinental secretaries shall work under the direction of the
Executive Committee and shall ccoupy an advisory relationship to the
field,

ARTICLS 0.3 == Appointments

This Union Cenference in seesicn and the Bxceutive Committee
betwoen sessions
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(a) snall appoint such agerts, ministers, rdiseionarics, and other
persons as may be neceegary t¢ caArry on the work of this Union Confer-
ericey and

i . F .
(b) ey serminate or vary any such appeintment.

o

LRTICLE 14 -~ HExecutive Committee

The Exscutive Committcec shall consist of tho #xceutive officers
of this Tnion Conference, tae presidents of local conferences, and
organized mission fields within this Union Conifcronce, the secretarics
of the organized departments of this Union Conference, the sceretary of
the legal corporation, the managers or Hcads of Union institutions,
the Newbold cellege principal, the chief editor of church publications,
and up to five elective membore as may be voted &t the Unlon Scasion,

ARTICLE 15 ~-- juthority of kxccutive Cormittce

1,

Section l. ~~ Hetwecn sessions the Executive Committee shall
manage the affairs of this Union Conference and may exercisce such of the
powers of this Unien Conference in session as under this constisuiion
are not exclusively exsreisable bty this Union Conferencs in gession,
tut subject vo this Constitution and any dirccwions as to policy
or otherwise and any regulations given or made by this Union
Conference in seseion.

Section 2. ~- Ir pariiculer arnd withous prejudice to the general
powery conferred by Scetion 1, the Executive Committice may betwooen
segsicne excrcise the powera of this Union Confercnce irn session under
drtiele 8 with regard to the real and personal zroperiy and revanues
therein referred to,

Soction 3. ~-- The Zxccubive Committce betwesn sossions, in
counsel with the Tivisicen officers, may remcve from office, for just
and adequatc cause, any officer of this Ynion Corference or from the
Exccutive Committee any member thereof, providea that such action has
the consent of at least two-thirds of the members cf the full bHxoout-
ive Committce oy wversensl vote,

LRTICLE 16 -~- Muetings and Notices

Section 1. -- lMeetings of the Execuitlve Commitice may bo cailed
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2t any time by the president or in Lis abgence by the sucreiary
upon the written request of *“hree cr wiroe F the nesbers of the
committes .

Secticn 2 ~- Any seven norbers of the Rxccutive Commitiec
includirg the chairman ghall; after dve nctics o aveilable membire,
congtitute a quorum and shall be cmpowered to transzet any necesesyy
buginces.

Section 3. -~ MWinority meetings of less than seven members of
the Exccutive Cormittee maey be held for the transactlon of ncocegsary

urgent busiress, but acticns at such meetings shall not be final until
the minutes of such meetings have been zpproved in regular sessiocn of

the Executive Committes.

ARTICIE 17 — Annual Neciing

Section 1. ~— The Executive Committee shall held an Arnnual
Meeting with ag full a representation of its menbers as possible.
Sgction 2. —— The Executive Commities at ite anruwel aceting

(a) shall nominate beards cf management cof ali instiiuticne of
thig Union Conference.

(b) shall examinc and if nccessary ~djust the wagcs schedule and
avthorize the annual budgets and shall set all wage rates in haamony
with the schedulc.

(¢) mey transact any other business

ARTICLE 18 — Pinancc, Furds

Seotion 1. -~ The funds of this Unien Cunference shall be as
fcliows:

(a) A tithe of the tithe roccipts of the lacsl cunfercnecs and
local misgions within its territory.

(b} Special donntions for werk within its territery.

(c) A tithc of the profits of instituticns under the contrcl of
thig Union Confercnce.

(d) Such percentage of the annual profite of these institutions,
after deducting the tithe, as may be arranged by joini couneegl of the
Executive Committec of this Unicn Conference and the Boanrds of
Hanagerent of the ingtitutions




Secticen 2. - Trust Funds. This Uraisn Conference ghall Teceive
ir trust for the Nertherr Burcpeen Divieion of the-Geouocrel Gonforence
funds ag follows:

{a) Tunds received through lecal emnfercrces z2nd local missicns
Fal - o 1, . i) T e P S L 75 S =1 fr-\
Tror the churches, Sabbaih schoels, sceicties, and individuals, fcr
migeichary PUrpnNscs-

{v) Special dcnaticns froum any sSeuree.
(¢} & tithe of the tithe of this Unicn Confercnce

(¢} Such percentage of the tithe of conferences zxd local
missions and of the profite and pay-relis of instituticons as may be
arrarged by the Executive Cemmittee of this Urnion Cornfercaco in har~
nery with the Northern Buropean Division of the CGenerzl Confereonce
pelicy for the cperation of the Sustentaticrn und for tae support cf
such aged and infirm workers and for such depondent widows and orphen
of werkers as may be voied by the Exccutive Coummittce of thies Union
Conference.

Seotizn 3. —— The ¥xceutive Committec, through ite legal ageney,
shall have power tu make such anruiiy contracis as it may deem degir-
able, but 211 moneys ubtained thersby ghall be invested in rcadiiy
convertible securities, and not be made avaiiablic for appropriaticon
until the annuity contracte have matured.

ARTICLE 19 —— Jluditors

™ =l

gectien 1. —— The auditor of the Forthern EBuropesnr Divislon of
the General Conference of Seventh-dey Adventisgts enell be recegnized
ag the suditer of the bhosks kept by the Unilon Conference treasurcr ond
shall audit thoe acccunts of such major instituticens within the Unicn
Conforence as the Division Commititee may dircct.

Bection 2. -~— At cach regular scssion this Unicn Gerference
shall glect such auditors as may be roguirced, whosc duty it sgh=ll
te cxamine the accounts and vouchorsg of each and all of the local
corferences; missicne and institutions wnder the Jurigdicticn of this
Unicvn Conference, at such timcs zs the Ixecuiive Cormittes or tho
pregident may dircet, and to report veo the Fxccuilve Comuidtec of thie
Unicen Conference or the Executive Committes of the Iocel copference-

27
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APTICLE 20 -~ Trustecs

Sucticn 1 —— The legal corperation, British Advent lissicns
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Limited, formed and controiled by tnis Union Conferernce shall be tho
regular trustee for this Union Cenfercnce to acguire, hold, menage,

ispose of cor deal with real and perscnal properiy for and on henalf of cor
for the use, benefit, or purposes of this Union Conference, but subjoct

to any specific urusts rglating to such propverty and generally 1o

conform with such directions, if eny, as are from time te time given

te it by or on bhehalf of this Union Confersncc.

gection 2., -- The Ixish Good Eealth Asscciation ldmited, a
corporation formed and contrelled by this Uniorn Conferernce %o rep-
regent and conduct 211 legal matters appertaining to our denominat-
icnal work in ¥ire, shall be the rogular irustoe for this Unicn
Confersnce to acquire, hold, manage, dispose of, or deal with real =nd
pergonal vroperty for end om behalf of, or for the us:, benoiit, or
ourpcees of this Union Conferences in Eire, bui subject to any
gpecific truste relating to such property und generally to conform
with guch diresctions, il any, as ars from time to time given to it
by or on behalf of this Union Conferencs.

AOUTICTE 21 -—-  imerndments

Tnis Constitution may be amended by 2 rosclution of this Unicon
Conferonce in session passed by a majority of net lesg than tuo-
thirds of the delegates who vote, No amendament shsll be moved cxcuopt
with the conazrnt of the Exccutive Committes unices neotice thereof
shall bs given to the secrotary not later thar tvo celendar months
bafore the dete of helding the sossions and the notice convening the
segeion ghall set ocut any intended amendment., I 1t ig proposed to
amend this Constitubtion at a special session, noties of thoe propogced
amcndment sheall be given in the cail for gsuch session.

SRTICLE 22 --  Tissoluvion

Seection 1. ~- The dissolution of this Union Confercnce may be
effec* d by & thrze-fourthz vote of the delegates prescnt and veting
at any meguler or speoelal scesion of this Union Conferznee, provideod |
that if it is croposed to digscolve the Inion Corfersnce at a spociai

seasion, novlce of the propesal to Gissolve shall be given in the call
for gpecial session.

[
i

Section 2. ~- AfSer a2ll claims against this Unilon Confersnce
have bocn satisfied, any remaining furds shall be transferrcd fo
the Forthorn Burcpean Division of Seventh-day idventists.

(Issued and printed by the authority of the Dxecutive Committcce of

o

the British Union Conference of Seventh-day idventists,)




